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Animal Agriculture

COMMON QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC ANSWERED BY EXPERTS H

1. How much of our food in the
~ U.S.is genetically modified?

2. Are feeds made from GMOs

safe for livestock?

3. If livestock eat genetically

~ modified grain, will there be

While nearly all foods today have been genet-
ically modified in some way over thousands of
years through selective breeding, there are only
9 crops commercially available in the U.S.:
soybeans, corn (field and sweet), canola,
cotton, alfalfa, sugar beets, summer squash,
papaya and potatoes. GM apples also have
been approved to be grown and will be coming
to market soon.

The majority of these crops, like alfalfa, field corn
and soy are actually used for livestock feed.
Other uses for crops include common food
ingredients, such as sugar, canola oil, cornstarch
and soy lecithin. You may find only a few of
these in your product section: rainbow papaya,
summer squash, sweet corn and potatoes. The
GM AquaAdvantage salmon is the first GM food
animal to be approved by the FDA. The salm-
on was genetically modified to grow to market
weight faster, utilize less feed and conserve wild
fish populations.

GM crops, such as corn, soy and alfalfa, are com-
monly used for livestock, and more than 100 di-
gestion and feeding studies have been conduct-
ed with food-producing animals, like beef cattle,
swine, sheep, lactating dairy cows and chickens.

“GM products have been in the U.S. food sup-
ply since 1996—hence we have years of practice
that have shown no negative impact on animal
or human health. Farm animals, the most care-
fully monitored animals on the planet, have been
raised on GM corn and soybeans over several
generations and there is no evidence of negative
effects on growth, reproduction or disease. And
there has been no documented case of
human illness or allergen associated with
GM foods.”

GMOs in my meat?

No. It has been estimated that over 70% of
harvested GM crops are fed to food producing
animals,” making the world’s livestock population
the largest consumers of the current genera-
tions of GM Crops. GMOs have never been
detected in the milk, meat or eggs de-
rived from animals fed GM feed.®

According to Alison Van Eenennaam, Ph.D,,
extension specialist in animal genomics and
biotechnology at the University of California,
“Genetically engineered crops are digested by
animals in the same way as conventional crops”.

The Federation of Animal Science Societies
(FASS) compiled over 100 digestion and feeding
studies® examining the digestive fate of genet-
ically engineered DNA, or the novel proteins
encoded therein, have never been detected in
the milk, meat or eggs derived from animals fed
genetically engineered feedstuffs.” Additionally,
Alison Van Eenennaam said, “Evidence to date
strongly suggests that feeding livestock with ge-
netically engineered crops is equivalent to feed-
ing unmodified feed sources in terms of nutrient
composition, digestibility and feed value.”
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